the Nagoya Protocol7 and the Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on compliance measures for users from the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization in the Union (hereafter, "EU Regulation on ABS").
The (public and private) law statutes are juxtaposed on the basis of the meaning that the EU Regulation on ABS attributes to the term "access," i.e. acquisition of genetic resources in accordance with the applicable legislation or regulatory requirements of the Party to the Nagoya Protocol.8 Moreover, we do not examine the issue of the legislative regulation of traditional knowledge held by indigenous and local communities, since according to the 3rd National Report on Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), there are no such communities in Greece within the meaning of CBD.9
The statutes, the majority of which have been and still are in force simultaneously, are presented in two parts, distinguishing public and private law instruments. In each part, the statutes are examined in chronological order, divided into thematic units, so that the content and the differentiations of the regulations will be distinguished. The applicable statutes are presented through a critical analysis in both parts.
In the third part of the study, we formulate critical comments, we express considerations and we submit proposals for the elaboration of the necessary national regulatory framework.
I Access According to Public Law -The Current Legislative Framework
The applicable legislation is presented on the basis of the 1975 Constitution, a special provision of which renders the protection of the environment and biodiversity an obligation of the state.10 This provision forms the foundation for every future statute, and, therefore, the regulatory framework regarding access constantly expands and evolves. By contrast, the statutes that have been issued prior to the Constitution's entry into force exhibit a different approach to these issues, as is demonstrated below.
